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White talks 
state budget 
proposal, | 
future plans 


Chancellor Timothy 
P. White addresses 
technology use in 
the CSU. 


By. KASIA HALL 
Editor in Chief 


After five weeks on the job, Cal 
State University Chancellor Timothy 
P. White has seen Goy. Jerry Brown 
unveil his budget proposal, chaired 
a Board of Trustees meeting and, for 
the first time, settled into an office 
which is not located on a university 


campus. White met with student me- _ 


dia Wednesday to discuss the changes 
he intends to make in the 23-campus 
system and what the governor’s bud- 
get proposal means for the future of 
the CSU. ; 


Q:  You’ve taken the chancel- 
lor position after Proposition 30 
passed, which secured funding for 
the CSU. Brown has also unveiled 
a budget proposal that gives the 
CSU a boost in state support, yet 
it is less than the $371.9 million the 
CSU requested in additional fund- 
ing from the state. Because the CSU 
received less than it asked for, will 
the system have to make cuts and, if 
so, where will these cuts be made? 


White: Well, some of the things 
that were in the budget are the types 
of things that we will defer. For exam- 
ple, one of the big requests was about 
some of the conditions about some of 
the campuses and the buildings and 
the learning environment, [like] the 
carpet, the paint, new infrastructure 
for wireless technology and things 
like that. Without the resources to do 
that, that won’t happen. It’s deferred 
maintenance. 

Another part of the budget request 
was to grow the student body by 5 
percent because the demand is so 
high. So we won’t grow enrollment in 
ways in which we had hoped to do to 
meet California’s needs and the com- 
’ munity’s needs. 

But I also think the governor’s 

_ point is a valid one for us to think 
about how can we be more effective 
with the resources we do have. I think 
we have to be smart in using technol- 
ogy in where it makes ‘sense, to be 
more effective and more efficient, but 
not to use technology as the end-all 
because that is not what a university 
education is about. I understand the 
governor’s point of view, and I actu- 
ally support it, that the way in which 
we have funded higher education in 
the past of simply of going and asking 
for more and more and more isn’t a 
sustainable one. : 

Q: As part of the collective 
$2.2 billion Brown has allocated 
to the CSU in the budget propos- 
al, $10 million has been directed 
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Senior piurketing major and track athlete ie Thompson said that the condition of the 
track makes running on the track “kind of scary.” 


RUN DOWN 


The Jack Rose Track 
is worn-down and 
full of cracks. 


By Marisot SAMAYOA 
Contributing Writer 


While the Jack Rose Track keeps 
Cal State Long Beach students fit 
and healthy, the track itself has been. 
in poor shape for a while. 

Associated Students Inc. Senator- 
at-Large Manuel Nieto said that a 
renovation is five years overdue. 

“Tt has cracks with grass growing 
through, surfaces that cause puddles 
when wet, spots where the turf is 
worn down to the base material that 
can stick to our spikes ... faded lines — team, said. touching on the aesthetic part of 
and marks,” Bryce Van Boxtel, a But according to. Kady Sythe, ~ our problem,” Sythe said. “It’s much 
senior in business management and head coach for track and field, the more than that.” 


mid-distance runner on the Long _ problem is bigger than that. 
See TRAcK, Page 3 
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Track Coach Andy Sythe said that the holes on the pole vault 
runway interfere with the athletes’ running. 


Beach State men’s track and field “What Bryce describes is only 
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Elizabeth Ramos 


Accident 
victim [Ded, 
in stable 
condition 


Elizabeth Ramos isa 
nutrition student at 
CSULB. 


By Ryan CooLey 
City Editor 


Elizabeth Ramos, a Cal State Long 
Beach senior nutrition major, is cur- 
rently in stable condition at St. Mary 
Medical Center in Long Beach after 
having been involved in a car accident 
on Monday afternoon, according to 
her father Vincent Ramos. 

Elizabeth Ramos was hit by a car 
while taking a jog on Bellflower Bou- 
levard on Monday at approximately 2 
p.m., according to LBPD Public In- 
formation Officer Nancy Pratt. LBPD 
Public Information Officer Marlene 
Arrona said Elizabeth Ramos was 
crossing a marked crosswalk when 
Ali Vahdatiasl, a 78-year-old driver in 
a 2003 Honda Civic, ran a red light. 

Elizabeth Ramos is on oxygen sup- 
port and will be for at least a week, 
Vincent Ramos said. Her left leg and 
arm are broken, and her right side is 
heavily bruised. 

According to her father, she has no 
brain damage. 

St. Mary Medical. Center doctors 
have Elizabeth Ramos sedated and 
unconscious so her injuries. can prop- 
erly heal, Vincent Ramos said. She 
can hear when her, father and mother, 
Lydia Ramos, talk to her, but she can’t 
respond. 

Vincent Ramos said that he and his 
wife were shocked when they first saw 
their daughter at the hospital on Tues- 
day afternoon. 

“It was one of the worst things a 
parent would want to see,” he said. “I 
thought to myself, maybe this is all a 
dream, but it’s not. It’s reality.” 

Friends of Elizabeth Ramos called 
her mother on Monday because they 
were concerned when she didn’t show 
up to her class and wasn’t at home 
when they stopped by, Vincent Ramos 
said. 

Later, another friend saw an article 
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Sophomore undeclared major 
Kevin Bartelheim eats a fresh 
salad in Parkside dining hall. 


Peer-to-peer nutrition counseling to start on campus 


Nutrition and 
dietetics students 
will provide free 
counseling. 


By Crista Loza 


Contributing Writer 


For students slacking on their New 
Year’s resolution to lose a few pounds, a 
soon-to-come free nutrition-counseling 
program on campus just may help with 
that goal. : 

The Health Resource Center and the 
Beach Balance office in the Student 
Recreation and Wellness Center will 
each begin to offer free nutrition coun- 
seling starting Feb. 25. The program 


will be available to all Cal State Long 
Beach students, ; 

Senior and graduate level students 
majoring in nutrition and dietetics will 
provide counseling to students in the 
program, according to Sean Del Rossi, 
associate director for the SRWC. Del 
Rossi said these students are required 
to provide nutrition counseling as part 
of their major. : 

Each counselor must volunteer two 
hours of nutrition counseling per week, 
according to Del Rossi. 

Heidi Burkey, coordinator for the 
Health Resource Center; said that the 


' program is tailored to the individual 


need of each student who participates. 
Whether it’s weight loss, weight gain, 
a vegetarian diet, an allergy diet or an 
athletic diet, the peer nutrition coun- 
selors will provide a one-hour session 
based on the student’s needs, according 


to Burkey. - 

“Counselors stay within their prac- 
tice, so they don’t prescribe a diet ... 
they do an intake [and] suggest better 
foods for them to eat,” Del Rossi said. 
“Tt provides a balance between diet and 
exercise.” 

Peer nutrition counselors can work 
with students to help with obstacles of 
healthy eating, according to Burkey. 
They can also teach students how to 
read food labels and to be more aware 
of the ingredients in the items they 
buy. 

“They do follow-up appointments as 
well, and it’s all free,” Burkey said. 

Paul Leaf, a sports management 
student working at the Beach Balance 
office, said the program can benefit 
not only students but also the nutrition 
counselors. 

Del Rossi said that for students to 


participate in the program, they must 
first complete a confidential form on 
their “intake choices” before schedul- 
ing an appointment. 

“The form is a questionnaire on the 
student’s intake,” Del Rossi said. “It’s 
a general health history form to get an 
idea of the person we’re meeting with.” 

According to Del Rossi, the program 
has been started at a minimal cost, be- 
ing “mostly free” aside from marketing 
and supplies. 

Ak Dewan, a freshman business 
major, said the nutrition program was 
a good idea and that students should 
know about it. 

“TStudents] usually have unhealthy 
lifestyles because there’s Carl’s Jr., 
Panda Express and all these fast food 


restaurants here,” Dewan said. “I think . 


it’s good because if they learn a healthi- 
er lifestyle it'll be better for them.” 


- BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS 


your future. 


Graduate Pro 


By 2015, all hospitals across the United States will be 
electronic medical record systems. 


Apply by March Ist. 


1. Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology, May 2012 
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How much growth opportunity does your destined career promise? 


Since 2009 Biomedical Informatics job postings have grown by nearly 200%. The year 
2020 promises a further development of 37,700 jobs in this emerging career.! Get 
our education in Portland, Oregon, a city known 


or being a pioneer in healthcare & 
nformation technology. : | 
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Long Beach 
Transit adds 
new route, 
alters service 


Lines 93, 121 
and 171 will see 
changes starting 
Sunday. 


By Ivan Ae 
Contributing Writer 


In response to overcrowding 


complaints, Long Beach Transit 
is introducing a new route, the 176 
ZAP, as well as increasing service 


on three of its lines: the 93, the _ 


__ 121 and the 171, all of which run 
through Cal State Long Beach. _ 


— will become cf - 


ro Blue Line. : 
___Changes to the 93, the 121 and 
the 171 are as fol _ 


Route 93 will increase peak 
morning and afternoon service to 
every 16 to 20 minutes, along with 
one later bus in each direction. 


Route 121 will increase its 
service to every 10 minutes from 
_the Long Beach Traffic Circle, at 
_the intersection of Lakewood and 
PCH, to CSULB during the peak 
morning times. It will also change 
evening service towards Down- 
_town Long Beach to every 30 min- 
_utes, with minor schedule changes 
__ on weekdays. 


. nee 1 will increase its peak 


Ramos 


Continued from Page | 


about a woman being hit by a car and 
thought it might be Elizabeth Ramos. 
Vincent and Lydia Ramos called the 
Long Beach Police Department, who 
told them the victim could be their 
daughter. Her parents were able to 
identify her on Tuesday afternoon at 
St. Mary Medical Center. 

Several of Elizabeth Ramos’ friends 


WHITE 


Continued from Page | 


to address “bottleneck courses” 
through the use of technology. What 
specific plans does the CSU have to 
implement technology in the use of 
addressing bottleneck courses? 


W: The idea of relieving bottle- 
necks is both designing the learning 
environment to be more successful 
for students who have the aptitude and 
the willingness to do the work and not 
witha high failure rate but rather a high 
passing rate with rigor. And secondly, 
[it] is to build a bigger pipeline so more 
students who need to get through [go 
to] that place, and that may mean more 
sections or sections available online 
or online fused with discussion with 
faculty and [teaching assistants]. It’s 
really going to be a decision of the fac- 
ulty who are responsible to make those 
fine-tuning decisions. 


Q: Through the state tuition 
buyout deal, $125 million will be 
restored in the coming fiscal year. 


- What-will the average student see of 


this allotted funding? 


W: It’s not going to seem like come 


www. Daily49er.com 


were also at the hospital when her par- 
ents arrived but were unable to iden- 
tify her because she was so swollen, 
according to her father. He said that 
it took so long for others to recognize 
Elizabeth Ramos because she had no 
identification on her when the accident 
occurred, even though she normally 
wears a bracelet with her name on it 
when she goes running. 

Elizabeth Ramos was a member of 
the Long Beach State women’s track 
and field/cross country team for the 


July 1 when the budget is enacted, all 
of a sudden there is square away of im- 
provement, and the sun is shining ev- 
ery day, and there is unlimited access 
toevery course you need exactly at the 
right time, and every adviser is right 
around the corner. It’s not going to be 
that. I think the biggest thing each in- 
dividual student will feel is not writing 
a bigger check. 


Q: At the Board of Trustees meet- 
ing in January, the Board voted to 
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last three years. 

Andy Sythe, head coach of Long 
Beach State track and field/cross coun- 
try team, said that Elizabeth Ramos 
is an outstanding student and a great 
teammate and friend to a lot of the 
runners on the team. 

“We have been through a lot of trag- 
edy, and we’re hoping that things turn 
out alright on this one,” Sythe said. 

Sythe said he recommends that 
runners take precautions like looking 
both ways and having identification on 


them while jogging on busy streets. 

Elizabeth Ramos will be in the hos- 
pital for at least a month. It is currently 
unknown how long it will take for her 
to fully recover or when she can return 
to school, Vincent Ramos said. 

Associate Vice President of Public 
Affairs at CSULB Terri Carbawth said 
that the university will not comment 
on further details of the accident. 

“Our hearts and prayers go out to 
the victim and the family,’ Carbawth 
said. 


cap baccalaureate unit degrees to 
120 units. Members of the Board 
said this change was made to in- 
crease efficiency, but does it hurt the 
value of a CSU degree? 


W: I don’t think so. I think if it would 
have been destructive-to the quality of 
the degree and the learning experience, 
then I wouldn’t have supported it. First, 
when you say there are some under- 
graduate degrees where there is com- 
pelling academic need in order to have 


” SHILAH MontIEL | Daly 49eR 
Chancellor Timothy P. White discusses Gov. Jerry Brown’s budget proposal and its impact. 


more than 120 [units], there is a mecha- 
nism in place to provide those excep- 
tions, so it’s not going to shoehorn ev- 
ery single degree into a one-size box. 

So the idea here of setting 120 is to 
simply say that this is the size box that 
faculty have to work with in order to 
create a very meaningful learning ex- 
perience for our students that provides 
a degree that can hold its own around 
the country no matter what that stu- 
dent is going to do with that degree — 
and 120 is it. 


TRACK 
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He said the effects of a track in poor 
condition can be seen in the way that 
CSULB recruits prospective athletes. 

In the past the facility has been a decid- 
ing factor for athletes and parents, Sythe 
said. He also said he thinks that prospec- 
tive student athletes and their parents will 
question a program’s commitment to a 
sport when they see the condition of the 
university’s sports facilities. 

“Recruiters out there are using this 
against us every day,” Sythe said. 

Sythe said the condition of the track 
makes things more difficult for the 
team to keep the athletes they recruit. 


Instead of recruiting a few athletes to 
find a quality player, the CSULB track 
and field team has to recruit twice as 
many students to compensate for the 
half of those prospective athletes who 
may not stay with the team. 

Nieto said that he spoke to the Di- 
rector of Athletics Vic Cegles, who 
said that there is not enough funding 
to renovate the track. The cost for ren- 
ovating the track would add up to $1.5 
to $2 million. 

“As of right now ... there’s just not a 
big enough push,” Nieto said. ““There’s 
just not enough money for it.” 

Nieto said that he is drafting a reso- 
lution to present to CSULB President 
F. King Alexander and the Athletics 
Department, proposing an acquisition 


of funds through donations as well as 
from the university. He said he hopes 
to bring it to the ASI Senate in the up- 
coming weeks. 

It has been five years since the track 
and field team has been able to host its 
own meets, Sythe said. Instead, the 
track and field administration must 
rent facilities at Los Cerritos College 
to have their meets. 

Although Sythe said he is thankful 
to have a steady location for his team’s 
meets, a designated facility isn’t help- 
ing shake off fiscal worries. The cost 
of moving equipment back and forth 
between CSULB and Cerritos Col- 
lege adds an extra drain to the depart- 
ment’s already constrained budget. 

“We literally rent a U-Haul truck, 


pick up everything from here and 
take it to Cerritos,” Sythe said. “It 
adds a lot of time to our day, the 
cleanup; it’s just a whole process. 
And plus, we’re at the mercy of an- 
other institution to provide us with 
things that we need.” 

Sythe said he sees this- facility as 
a part of something bigger than just 
track meets and athletes. 

“The community uses it,” he said. 
“There are a lot of people that utilize 
this facility for their own purposes, 
but they rely on this campus to con- 
tinue to provide them with this oppor- 
tunity, and right now, it affects them 
too.” 

Assistant City Editor Courtney 
Tompkins contributed to this report. 
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Is it time to sink the breakwater? 
This big question has plagued 
Long Beach residents for years. 


Built in the 1940s for World War 
II purposes and to:prevent.wave ac- 
tion in the Port of Long Beach, the 
breakwater also damages the local 
surf and ecosystem in Long Beach. - 

In 2005, the Long Beach Surfrid- 
er foundation gained support from 
the Long Beach City Council for a 
$100,000 reconnaissance study. 

Following the conclusion of 
the study and many negotiations 
later, the city came to a deal with 
the Army Corps of Engineers to 

develop 

a plan of 
Ou R VI EW feasibil- 

ity for 
taking down or modifying the 
breakwater. 

There are many reasons to take 
down the breakwater. First, it 
would allow for better waves to 
return to Long Beach’s shores. The 
two-and-a-half-mile-long rock wall 
has eliminated nearly all waves 
from crashing Long Beach shores. 

Without the waves, water circu-. © 
lation is poor in the space between 
the rock wall and the beach. 
Bacteria runs rampant in the water, 
and it has changed the ecosystem. 
It is difficult for certain species to 
survive in the water. 

If the breakwater was lifted, it 
would clean up the water and allow 
for a new ecosystem to rebuild. 
The current animals able to survive 
now would be taken over my new 
species that are re-introduced. 

There are concerns, however, 
of the erosion of the peninsula at 


the southeast end of Ocean Boulevard that would occur should the 
breakwater be removed. However, this erosion has been occurring 
even with the breakwater’s presence, and the city has had to move 
sand to this area to keep houses from sinking or flooding. This 
would continue regardless if the rock wall comes down. 

Another issue is that removing the breakwater would cause 
problems for the Port of Long Beach because waves will disrupt 


shipping lanes. 


OPINIONS | 
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we can be proud of. 


The Daily 49er editorial board has never weighed in on the 
breakwater discussion, but we feel this is such a big issue for the 
city that it needs to be discussed. 

We want to see what would happen if the breakwater was modi- 
fied to allow for better water circulation and waves in Long Beach. 

Let’s face it, our beaches our pretty gross. For a school that 
prides itself on being “The Beach,” our beaches are not something 
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If our beaches are cleaned up by. the modification to the breakwa- 
ter, then it would also make Long Beach a more desirable vacation 


spot. It would bring in more tourism to boost the city’s economy. 


Also, for people who own property near the beach, a cleaner shore- 
line would only boost their property value. 

If the Army Corps of Engineers can come up with a good pro- 
posal to fix the breakwater problem, we will support it. Long Beach 


residents deserve a better beach. 


Cardinal Mahony will forever be synonymous with child abuse 


It might be time for Californians to stop look- 
ing to improve the education system and instead 
appreciate the fact that they didn’t go to school in 
the same conditions as the former Cardinal Roger 
Mahony. In all of his elementary, secondary, 
undergraduate and even two years of graduate 
school, Mahony was never taught anything about 
sexual abuse of children. The punch line here is 
that while he was in graduate school, Mahony 
studied social work. 

Now, it was one thing when Adam blamed Eve 
for “tricking him” into eating the apple in the 
Garden of Eden, but blaming an entire educa- 
tion system for the failure to resolve years of 
somewhere around 100 clerics abusing children 
under the umbrella of the Roman Catholic Church 
is laughable. 

“Nothing in my own background or education 
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equipped me to deal with this grave problem,” 
Mahony said in a letter to Los Angeles archbishop 
Jose Gomez, who succeeded Mahony in 2011. “In 
two years spent in graduate school earning a mas- 
ters in social work, no textbook and no lecture 
ever referred to the sexual abuse of children.” 
Mahony graduated in 1964 from the Catholic 
University of America, and Ill 
bet the bishops who facilitate 
education at this university are 
thrilled with the reputation their 
former student is promoting for their institution. 
It wouldn’t be fair to say he “bore false witness 
against his neighbor,” (Exodus), but it is ironic 
that Mahony attended Catholic schools his entire 
life, then joined the church and eventually be- 
came a prominent cardinal in Los Angeles. In all 
these years of serving his faith he also apparently 
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never learned to tell the truth. 
Luckily, even though women can’t be priests, 


it was a woman who shut down the more than five 
years of haggling of what information the church 


should have to share regarding the sexual abuse 


incidences and the numerous clerics involved. By 
this, I mean that the church was required to make 


the files they held regarding 
these events public informa- 
tion when Los Angeles County 


Superior Court Judge Emilie H. _ 


Elias said, “Let’s just get it done.” 

Elias went to University of California, Berke- 
ley and then University of Southern California. 
I think it’s safe to say these widely-renowned ~ 
universities didn’t shy away from educating her. 


about how to handle the sexual abuse of children. 
Despite her ruling, Gomez’s decision to relieve « - 
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Mahony of any administrative duties, and the 
letter Gomez wrote to the entire Los Angeles 
Archdiocese apologizing for the church’s failure, 
Catholic priests will still forever be the butt of 
pedophilia jokes. Not to mention, a source of bit- 
ter hatred for the church itself. 

Not to worry, though. The church has been 
raising funds diligently in order to pay off debts 
incurred by the lofty settlement agreed upon 
in 2007 as compensation for the victims of the 
abuse. I wonder if devout Catholics are concerned 
about whether their weekly dollar in the collec- 


. tion basket is going toward feeding the hungry 


or paying off a young boy who was scarred by a 
priest in the confessional. 
' Paige Pelonis is a sophomore journalism and _ 


~ international studies double major and a contrib- 


uting writer for the Daily 49er. 


Business Office 
Phone (562) 985-8001 
«+ Fax (562) 985-1740 


1250 Bellflower Blvd., SSPA 010B 
Long Beach, CA 
90840-4601 


Jennifer San Jose 

Jay Jenkins 

Gary Metzker 

Barbara Kingsley-Wilson 
Beverly Munson 


Editorials: All opinions expressed in the columns, letters and cartoons in this issue are those of the writers or artists. The Letters Policy: All letters and e-mail must bear the phone number 
opinions of the Daily 49er are expressed only in unsigned editorials and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the journalism _ of the writer and must be no more than 300 words. The Daily 49er 


department or the views of all staff members. All such editorials are written by the editorial board of the Daily 49er. 


reserves the right to edit letters for publication in regard to space. 


pects bed Petiok tata 


Jui 
lea 


' 
; 
' 
; 


LL LPBAAME 


Ameer HALL | Daity 49eR 


First baseman Ino Patron makes contact during an intersquad game at Blair Field. Long Beach State will hold its home opener on Feb. 19 against Arizona. 


SWINGING FOR THE FENCES 


The Dirtbags came within one game of a conference championship in 2012. Can they close the deal in 2013? 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


ine months ago, the 
Long 
baseball team entered 
" the last: game of its 
season with a chance to move on to 
the NCAA*tournament; all that was 
required was a win over rival Cal State 
Fullerton. 

Long Beach State rode the arm of 


Beach State. 


ace pitcher Shawn Stuart for six shut- 
out innings before surrendering four 
runs in the seventh. The Titans even- 
tually prevailed and advanced to the 
NCAA tournament, where they. were 
eliminated in the regional round by 
Austin Peay. : . 

The Dirtbags, who were picked to 
finish third in this year’s Big West 
Conference in the Preseason Coaches 
Poll, will be without Stuart this time 
around. He was selected in the 2012 
MLB Amateur Draft, as were center 
fielder Brennan Metzger and shortstop 
Matt Duffy. 

Even without the trio of seniors that 


led The Beach to within a game of the 
big dance last year, the Dirtbags can 
boast an experienced starting lineup 
for 2013. The Big West’s third-place 
team from a year ago returns six posi- 
tion players who started a significant 
portion of games in 2012. As a result, 
LBSU was picked to finish third in the 
Big West Preseason Coaches poll be- 
hind Cal State Fullerton and UC Irvine. 

“We have a lot of returners and a 
lot of experience,’ head coach Troy 
Buckley said. “I think a lot of that is 
reflective on the polls ... Fullerton’s 
got a ton back. Those guys have proy- 
en themselves, and so have our guys.” 


Steven Carcano | Dairy 49eR 


Junior pitcher Erin Jones-Wesley, above, will be depended on to 
lead a pitching staff full of new faces. 


The Dirtbags may have a lot of 
pieces returning in the field, but their 
pitching rotation is a major question 
mark. Three starters from 2012 (Matt 
Anderson, Matt Johnson and Stuart) 
graduated, leaving little starting ex- 
perience left for 2013. To complicate 
matters further, returning starter 
and 2012 Big West honorable men- 
tion pitcher Ryan Strufing underwent 
Tommy John surgery in the offseason 
and will be out for the year. 

That leaves a former reliever, a 
freshman and a pair of junior college 
transfers among others competing for 
the top spots. Buckley said that uncer- 


tainty in the rotation would be dealt 
with during the nonconference sched- 
ule as players try out different roles. 
“There are some moving parts,” he 
said. “David Hill could end up. start- 
ing; he could end up closing. [Jon] 
Maciel could end up starting; he could 
end up closing ... I think this noncon- 
ference situation will be a way for us 
to figure out what our best roles are as 
we continue.” : 
LBSU’s pitching woes extend to the 
bullpen as well. Kyle Friedrichs, who 
accumulated 10 saves as the closer last 


See BASEBALL, Page 3A 


Long Beach State softball team looking 
for third consecutive conference title 


The 49ers will return | 
nearly every key 
player from last 
year’s title team. 


By Dantet ASTLE 
Contributing Writer 


The Long Beach State softball team 
will begin its pursuit of a third straight 
Big West Conference championship 
and NCAA tournament bid when it 
opens its season on Friday. 

The 49ers have won the Big West 
title each of the past two years, but that 
hasn’t translated to success in the NCAA 
tournament. LBSU was eliminated in re- 
gional play both times. 

Head coach Kim Sowder, however, 
said her goal is simply to win the Big 
West once again. 

“We expect to win conference,” 
Sowder said. “Our focus right now is 


to get off to a better start than we did 


~ last year.” 


The 49ers started the 2012 season in 
an 8-17 slump before turning it around 
at the start of conference play. They 
captured wins in 16 of their final 20 
games and catapulted into the Tempe 
Regional of the NCAA tournament. 

It was the second year in a row that 
LBSU extended its season on the final 
day of regular season play, as well as the 
second consecutive year that their season 
ended in the opening Tempe Regional. 

The 49ers will return many key players 
from last year’s squad, but they also lost 
one major contributor in the pitching staff. 

A crucial area of focus for Sowder is 
finding a replacement for pitcher Taylor 
Petty, who graduated after last season. 
Petty missed the team’s first 32 games 
of the season with various injuries 
while the team struggled to develop a 
winning groove, but she came back in 
time for Big West play and posted a 
1.24 ERA in 68 innings. 

“Taylor was a very solid pitcher and 
certainly will be missed,” Sowder said. 


“You knew everyday what you were go- 
ing to get from Taylor. That’s definitely a 
position that we’re going to need to fill.” 

Sowder has five pitchers on her roster 
this year and plenty of options to pro- 
tect junior Erin Jones-Wesley. Jones- 
Wesley was named Big West Pitcher of 
the Year in 2011 and was appointed to 
the Big West All-Conference first team 
in each of her first two collegiate sea- 
sons. Those two years are highlighted 
by a 1.92 ERA, a 44-21 record, 348 
strikeouts and two no-hitters. 

“T think we have a lot of depth this 
year, so I don’t think the lineup is ever 
going to be completely set,” Sowder 
said. “If someone struggles, we do have 
players that are very experienced who 
are capable of stepping in at any time 
and be the starter.” 

Of the eight 49ers selected to all- 
conference teams last year, six are re- 
turning in 2013. The ‘Niners are return- 
ing second baseman Cya Neal, third 
baseman Hannah De Gaetano, utility 


See SOFTBALL, Page 3A 
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‘Preseason Coaches Poll 


1. CSU Fullerton (9) 
2. UC Irvine (1) 

3. Long Beach State 
4. Cal Poly 


5. UC Santa Barbara 


6. Hawaii 

7. UC Riverside 

8. CSU Northridge 
9. UC Davis 

10. Pacific 


99 
82 
79 
68 
58 
57 


BASEBALL 


BENCH >> Alex DeGoti, INF; Eric Hutting, C; Michael Hill, INF; Zack Rivera, INF; Brennan Fulkerson, INF/OF; 
Colton Vaughn, INF; Jonathan Serven, INF; Zack Belanger, OF; Royce Murai; Johnny Berkakis, OF* 


BULLPEN >> Jake Stassi, LHP; Josh Frye, RHP; Nate Underwood, RHP; Ryan Strufing, LHP*; J.C. Cloney, LHP; 
Austin Boyle, RHP; Ty Provencher, RHP; Eddie Magallon, RHP; ve Freduehs, RHP*; Nick Rosetta, RHP; Logan — 
Lombana, RHP; David Hill, RHP; Robert Sully, RHP a 


*player out for season with i injury 


TAKING I IT ONE GAME AT A TIME 
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‘Jeff McNeil starred 
in golf before 
choosing to play 
baseball at LBSU. 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


he top video on the results 
| page of a YouTube search 
for Jeff McNeil shows the 
Long Beach State second baseman 
hitting an inside-the-park home run 
during a summer league game. 

A few results later, there is a 
clip of McNeil stealing home dur- 
ing a 2011 California Collegiate 
League game. Another scroll 
down will reveal a video of the 
junior working the count in a Cape 
Cod League game last summer. 

The second video on the page 
features another collection of swings 
— but not with a baseball bat. 

In the video, Jeff is shown tak- 
ing dozens of swings with various 
golf clubs. He displays a fluid lefty 
motion that results in a sweeping 
draw in which the ball starts far 
outside but is brought back to cen- 
ter by fierce topspin and sidespin. 

In high school, McNeil was as 
much ofa star golfer as he was a 
standout baseball player. He won 
Nipomo High School’s MVP award 
and earned first-team All-League 
honors all three years he played. 

He also participated in the 
ultra-competitive U.S. Junior 
Amateur golf tournament. 

“That was one of the best 
experiences of my life, playing 
Trump National with some of the 
best junior golfers in the world,” 
McNeil said. “That was an awe- 
some experience.” 

McNeil didn’t make it past the 
first stage of stroke play though, 
as he shot 74-89 to combine for 
163 over two rounds. Not too long 


Second baseman Jeff McNeil still keeps his clubs in his car. 


after, he had a decision to make. 

McNeil had just broken through 
to anelite level of golf. At the same 
time, however, he was “playing fall 
baseball again and started to love it.” 

McNeil, who led Nipomo with 
a .446 batting average in his only 
year of high school baseball, chose 
the baseball diamond over the golf 
course and decided to play for the 
Dirtbags in college. 

“You only get one chance to 
play baseball collegiately,” he 


said. “If baseball doesn’t work out 
there’s always golf, but right now 
I’m just focusing on this.” 

Right now, baseball appears to 
be working out just fine. McNeil, 
who has started the majority his 
games at second base but can also 
play shortstop and outfield, was the 
only Dirtbags player to participate 
in the prestigious Cape Cod League 
this summer. He led the Brewster 
Whitecaps with 22 runs scored and 
was one ef two regular starters to hit 


Kyusunc Gone | Daity 49eR 


over .300. He also Stole five bases in 
his 40 games played. 

“1’m much more confident,” Mc- 
Neil said. “Playing out there against 
the best players in the nation ... it’s 
a great honor just knowing that if 
you can compete with them, you - 
can compete with anyone.” 

LBSU head coach Troy Buckley 
said that while McNeil faces some of 
the best players in the nation because 
of the Dirtbags’ tough schedule, his 
time in the Cape Cod League has 
strengthened his game. 

“T think the Cape is always an- 
other benchmark for you with the 
different environment, the wood- 
bat type of things and to know 
where you stand in the big picture 
of the high end of amateur base- 
ball,” Buckley said. “But yes, he 
has improved. Some of that could 
be directly due to the Cape, but I 
think just the fact that he’s playing 
a lot, and now he’s playing baseball 
full-time [is a big part of that].” 

With his stellar performance 
in the Cape Cod League, McNeil 
may be on the radar of more MLB 
scouts than before. High-quality 
play in the league often results 
in higher draft stock for players. 
McNeil, however, said he isn’t 
worried about playing in the pros — 


just yet. The same can’t be said 


about his younger brother Ryan. 

Ryan McNeil, a pitcher who 
had committed to LBSU, was 
selected in the third round of the 
MLB Amateur Draft this summer. 
He decided to join the Chicago 
Cubs’ farm system instead of the 
Dirtbags’ roster. 

“Tt was all his choice, ” Jeff Mc- 
Neil said. “I think it’s awesome for 
him, and it’s a great opportunity. 
It’s €veryone’s goal to play Major 
League Baseball ... P'1l miss him 
here:obviously, but he’s doing 
great things for the Cubs.” 

While Ryan McNeil reports to 
spring training in Arizona, Jeff Mc- 
Neil will be in Long Beach leading 
the Dirtbags as they try to win their 
first Big West title in five years. 


BRIANNA STEPHAN, LF 


OFTBALL 


LEILANI TUPUA-TAUTALATASI, CF 


BENCH >> Darian Tautalafua, INF; Ashley Holmes, INF; Dana Garcia, C; Loni Tyler, UT _ 


BULLPEN >> Christian Carbajal, RHP; Amanda Hansen, RHP 


SOFTBALL 


Continued from Page 1A 


and designated player Karli San- 
doval, center fielder Leilani Tupua- 
Tautalatasi, shortstop Shayna Kim- 
brough and Jones-Wesley. 

Past seasons indicate that De 
Gaetano will once again be one of 
the team’s top hitters. In two sea- 
sons at LBSU, she has produced a 
.326 career batting average and hit 
seven home runs. Also providing 
power are Nalani- St. Germain, a 
senior who has a team-leading 20 
home runs in three seasons, and se- 
nior infielder Ashlynn Booker, who 
had six homers last year. 

Four players will be wearing the 
49er jersey for the first time this 
season. Sophomore infielder Ashley 
Holmes, a Tennessee transfer, and 
fellow sophomore Arianna Erceg, 
a pitcher who transferred from Cal, 
will debut for the 49ers. Freshmen 
Selene Pola, a right-handed starting 
pitcher, and infielder Darian Tau- 
talafua will be starting their colle- 
giate careers at LBSU. 

Holmes can play anywhere in the 
infield, but Sowder said she sées her 


sharing duties with St. Germain at first _ 


base. Holmes needed almost no time 
to fit in with the team, as she contrib- 
uted a very productive fall season. 

Erceg was Cal’s_ secondary 
pitcher as a freshman in 2011, earn- 
ing big wins against ranked teams 
in Oregon and Arizona. Her expe- 
rience and success in big games 
could make her a valuable addition 
to the 49er pitching staff. 

Pola will be tried out in the closer 
rolé, according to Sowder. Pola was 


BASEBALL 


Continued from Page 1A 


year, will also be out for the sea- | 


son as he recovers from Tommy 
John surgery. Maciel, who earned 
second team All-Big West honors 
pitching out of the bullpen in 2012, 
could be moved to the starting ro- 
tation. He figures to be competing 
with Hill (a freshman who was 
drafted by the Philadelphia Phillies 
in the 17th round last summer) and 
fellow reliever Eddie Magallon for 


ae co 
SHILAH MonrieL | Daity 49eR 


Third baseman Hannah De Gaetano, above, is one of six return- 


named Golden West League Pitcher 
of the Year in both her junior and 
sophomore years at * Segerstrom 
High School. 

Tautalafua comes to LBSU from 
Carson High School. She brings a 
powerful bat to the lineup, as she 
set the state record for home runs 
during her senior year. Defensively 
Tautalafua plays third base and 
could be used in right field as well. 
Sowder is looking for her to con- 
tribute right away. 

The outfield will consist of junior 
Emily Gregorio in left, Tautalatasi 
in center, and Tautalafua or St. Ger- 
main in right. Sowder calls Tauta- 
latasi a “triple threat,’ meaning she 
can threaten any defense with ef- 
fective bunting, slapping and pow- 
er. Brie Stephan will provide great 
depth in the outfield as a player that 


the closing role if starting doesn’t 
work out. 

LBSU won’t have any time to 
warm up against cupcake oppo- 
nents as. it figures out its pitching 
situation. Its season opener is on 
the road at No. 2 Vanderbilt, a team 
that features four Baseball Ameri- 
ca Preseason All-Americans. Two 
days after their trip to Tennessee, 
the Dirtbags will host Arizona, the 
defending national champion. 

“We have some very tough tests, 
and that’s how we like to do it,” 
Buckley said of a schedule that also 


_ing players who were selected to.All-Big West teams in 2012. 


can step in for anybody. 

“She’s probably the healthiest 
she’s ever been in the four years,” 
Sowder said. “She’s a phenomenal 
defensive outfielder that can play 
any of the outfield positions.” 

After a big 2011 season during 
which she hit .325 in 47 games, junior 
utility player Sarah Carrasco suffered 
a back injury last year that limited her 
to start only 18 games. Sowder said 
she is healthy again and believes she is 
ready to produce big moments for the 
49ers with her big bat again in 2013. 

“When she did get healthy to- 
ward the end of the season, she 
came through like she always does,” 
Sowder said. “Sarah seems to find a 
way to come through with big hits 
in really big ballgames for us.” 

Carrasco’s bat extended the 
49ers’ season last year, as she belted 


includes 2012 NCAA tournament 
participants Valparaiso, UCLA, 
Pepperdine and Fullerton, “It’s a 
grind, but no one stands out more 
than the other. I don’t want to sound 


- cliché, but we are trying to play the 


game more that we’re trying to play 
the opposition.” 


The Dirtbags will begin their - 


relatively tough nonconfer- 
ence schedule-on Feb. 15. 
They will start Big West 
play on March 28 with a 
home series against Cal 
State Northridge. 


a three-run home run against Pacif- 
ic in what would have been the last 
game of the season. The 4-2 win 
carried The Beach to the NCAA 
Tournament and sealed its Big West 
championship. 

LBSU’s goal is to reach the 
NCAA tournament for the third 
consecutive year, The 49ers will 
take on a challenging schedule, as 
they will play games against 10 
ranked teams. Among those teams 
is Big West newcomer Hawaii, 
which is ranked 23rd in the na- 
tion and was picked to win the Big 
West in the conference’s preseason 


.coaches poll. LBSU was picked as 


the runner-up and received four of 
the nine first place votes. 

LBSU will also face tough oppo- 
nents in No. 5 Tennessee, No. 6 Or- 
egon and No. 10 Texas A&M. The 
49ers will play the Aggies in the 
back end of a double header Friday 
at the UCLA Tournament. 

Sowder said she believes the team 
has a lot of depth and experience. 
Her approach for the 2013 season is 
to play each game one at a time and 
let the team be who they are out of 
what they mold themselves into. 

“We have a lot of experience in 
certain areas, offensively and defen- 
sively,” Sowder said, “We have great 
leadership in all classes. We’re going 
to go out and see what we’re all about. 
You never know until you get out on 
the field, and we don’t like to talk 
about too much of the stuff we can’t 
control. We just want to go out and 
play our best ball and play as one unit.” 

The 49ers will open their sea- 
son Friday morning against Wright 
State at the UCLA Tournament. 


Date Opponent 


UCLA TOURNAMENT 


2/8 vs. Wright State 

2/8 vs. Texas A&M 

2/10 vs. CSU Bakersfield 
LOUISVILLE SLUGGER DESERT CLASSIC 
2/15 vs. Oregon 

2/i5 vs. Utah Valley 

2/16 vs. Nevada 

2/16 vs. Oregon State 

2/17 vs. Utah 


CATHEDRAL CITY TOURNAMENT 


2/21 vs. Tennessee 

2/21 vs. Arizona 

2/23 vs. Oklahoma State 
2/24 vs. UNLV 

2/24 vs. Syracuse 
EXHIBITION 

2/27 vs. Japan Toyota 


Pro Team 


“SAN DIEGO STATE TOURNAMENT 


3/1 vs. Boise State 
3/1 vs. San Diego State 
3/2 vs. New Mexico 


3/17 “vs. San Jose State 

3/19 vs. Colorado State 

3/23 at Cal Poly 

3/23 at Cal Poly 

3/24 at Cal Poly 

3/29 at UC Riverside 

3/29 at UC Riverside 

3/30 at UC Riverside 

4/6 vs. CSU Fullerton 

4/6 vs. CSU Fullerton 

4/7 vs. CSU Fullerton 

4/10 vs. CSU Northridge 

4/10 vs. CSU Northridge 

4/13 at Pacific 

4/13 at Pacific 

4/14 at Pacific 

4/17 vs. CSU Northridge 

4/17 vs. CSU Northridge 

4/20 vs. UC Santa Barbara 
"4/20 vs. UC Santa Barbara 

4/21 vs. UC Santa Barbara 


at Hawaii 
at Hawaii 


4/27 at Hawaii 
5/4 vs. UC Davis_ 
5/4 vs. UC Davis 


5/5 vs. UC Davis 
vs. Fresno State 
vs. Fresno State 


EACH STATE INVITATIONAL 


11:30 a.m. 
2 p.m. 
2 p.m. 


11:15 a.m. 
1:30 p.m. 
3:45 p.m. 
6 p.m. 

11:15 a.m. 


3:30 p.m. 
6 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
2 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. 


2 p.m. 


4:30 p.m. 

7 p.m. “ 
9 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

10 a.m, 


7:30 p.m 
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Long Beach State is well on its way to a Big West championship 


DANIEL VAN 


HOosIER 
Staff Writer 


Dan Monson is finally beginning to 
see his team improve and-develop at the 
rate he’s been hoping for. 

After Saturday’s win over Cal Poly, 
the coach said his players have put to- 
gether a sustained effort in practice 
over the last few weeks, something he 
was begging for from them earlier in 
the season. 

With junior transfers Keala King and 
Tony Freeland now 10 games into their 
Long Beach State basketball careers, 


the landscape of the team has complete- 


ly changed in just a month. 

This change is not only made appar- 
ent by the squad’s eight-game winning 
streak but also by its rededication to 
playing stringent defense and maintain- 
ing composure. 


After failing to hold an oppo- 


nent under 60 points for the first 18 
games of the season, the ‘Niners have 
now accomplished the feat in three 
straight. ; 

Even the body language on the court 
has changed. Early on players seemed 
lost or out of place (which was under- 
standable due to their lack of time play- 
ing together), but now the players are 
talking, picking up assignments and 
winning ball games as a unit. 

Dan Jennings, another junior trans- 


ORENING 


fer who was recently suspended for a 
game and given a chance to reflect on 
his unacceptable attitude in practice, 
returned right on schedule and has 
stepped up his game physically and as 
a leader. 

With the “first round” of Big West 
Conference play complete (despite the 
team having yet to face UC Davis), 
this team has only one goal — to earn 
a second consecutive trip to the NCAA 
tournament. ; 

In order to reach their goal, the 49ers 
will have continue their dominance of 
familiar foes at next. month’s confer- 
ence tournament at the Honda Center. 
The Big West will assuredly have just 
a single bid in the big dance, and it will 
go to the conference champion. 

First and foremost, LBSU must con- 
tinue its recent trend of constant im- 
provement in all facets of the game, 
both in practice and in competition. 

Sure, the ‘Niners are getting loads of 
production out of James Ennis, who is 
tallying 17 points and 7 boards a night, 
but the ultimate success of the team will 
be determined by its collective ability 
to put together 40 minutes of solid bas- 
ketball on both ends of the court. 

Allowing four transfers (three com- 
ing mid-season) is an experiment Mon- 
son said he will never again undertake, 
but the risk may be worth the reward 
this season. 

With the pieces seemingly in place, 
there is no reason Long Beach State 
should not be representing the Big West 
in late March when it’s time to dance. 


Kyusunc Gonc | Datity 49ER 


Senior forward James Ennis (11) has embraced his role as top scorer, as he has averaged more than 
19 points per game over his last five contests. He has scored over 20 points six times this season. 
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Sign up for breaking 
news e-mail alerts and 
be able to surf through 

content right in 
your e-mail! 


Go to www.daily49er.com for more information Sign up at dailya9er.com/register 
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10 ANNOUNCEMENTS 


TEST PREPARATION 
WORKSHOPS 


GRE, LSAT, GMAT, SAT, CBEST, 
CSET, RICA 


As educators, we know that great 
teachers make for great classes so 
our philosophy has always been to 
use fully créndentialed teachers 
with advanced or specialized 
degrees and years of classroom 
experience. This is the basis for 
our high quality programs at 
affordable prices. 


$260-$450 (Materials 
Included) REPEAT FOR FREE 
Programs Offered By: 

California State University Long 
Beach 

Continuing and Professional 
Education 

562-985-5561 
www.ccpe.csulb.edu 

BTPS Testing 

800-426-2769 


www.btpstesting.com 


IN A BAND AND LOOKING FOR 
PUBLICITY? 


KNOW A LOCAL BAND YOU 
WANT TO REVIEW? 


Long Beach arts and 
entertainment calendar of events 


Find reviews and information 
about local venues 


In a band? 

Send us your information! 
Know a band or venue? 
Send us the details. 

We'd love to hear your ideas! 


Get in contact with Distractions 
by The Beach at 


www.Daily49er.com/Diversions 


STAY CONNECTED! 


Sign up for breaking news email 
alerts and be able to surf through 
conent right in your email! 


Sign up at daily49er.com/register 
EYE CARE for STUDENTS 
$99 SPECIAL 


Includes: Eye exam & eye glasses 
Or 


Eye exam & 1 pair of disposable 
contact lenses 


Or 

20% off eye exam 

20% off eye glasses 

10% off contact lenses 

20% off prescription sunglasses 


EAP OPTOMETRY 
6541 E. Spring Street 
Long Beach, CA 90808 
EapOptometry.com 


Pepperdine University 


Graduate School of Education 
and Psychology 


Be an advocate for global change. 


Master of Arts in Social 
Entrepreneurship and Change 


In less than 2 years, you can 
begin improving the lives and 
welfare of others. 


Peppperdine University’s 
innovative program provides you 
with the tools you need to turn 
your passion into a career. 


And it’s 40% online, for working 
professional. 


Call (886) 503-5467 to speak 
with your education program 
recruiter, Tammy Hong. 


28 CuiLpD CARE 


Looking for education meelor 
to nanny/tutor our 5 yr old 
son at our beach house 

from 1-7 PM 3-5 days per week. 


Call Jules @ 562-991-4668 


185289 02.07.13 


Nanny Needed 


Please visit Craigslist Orange 
County to respond and 

view the full add. Search 
“Nanny” under the ETC job 


classifications. 


35 EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Counter helper bakery cafe 
Must have experience w/ food 
service - part time - good 
customer service - send resume 
to sweets45646@mypacks.net 


02.07.13 


Circle Marina Hand 
Car Was 


4800 E. PCH needs P/T ticket 
writer & P/T exp cashier, 
both $8.50/hr + comm 5 

min from CSULB 562-494- 
4698. Apply online www. 
circlemarinacarwash.com 
Communication majors 
preferred. 


54 ApTs FoR RENT 


Circle area unit 1 bd/1 ba 
redone hrwd firs, $1150/mo. 
4268 E Jacinto Wy. LB 

Call Chris 562/308-7159 
wlk to shuttle 


185231.2.25.13 


57 ROOMS FOR RENT 


Follow the Daily 49er on: 


ioe 


Go to www.daily49er.com for more information 


Room for rent $400/mo 
Kitchen privilege 

3 miles from campus 

Call Marian at 562-429-0246 


18530- 2.14.13 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


For research study involving measurement of hemoglobin. 


If you are between 18-35 yrs old , healthy and weigh 
220lbs or less, you may be eligible to participate in a 
research study with monetary compensation for your 
time. Multiple blood draws and a fluid infusion are 
required over the 90 -120 minutes study period. 


Please call for details. 
Masimo Corp. 
40 Parker 
Irvine, CA 92618 
949-297-7137 


Beach Cats 


We're seeking dedicated 
volunteers to help care 
for campus cats. 


Please call 
562/233-6364 
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This is not a spoiler: ‘John Dies at the End’ 


Space aliens, time travelers, 
monsters, ghosts and soy 
sauce are all ina day’s work. 


By Matt Gripp! 


Diversions Editor 


You know you’re in for something special when a 
film promises the death of one af the main characters 
in its own title. “John Dies at the End” is an indepen- 
dent film directed by Don Coscarelli (Bubba Ho-Tep) 
based on the book by David Wong, and it is easily 
one of the most bizarre and original films released 
this year. ; 

David Wong (Chase Williamson) and John Cheese 
(Rob Mayes) are two slacker college dropouts who 
are turned on to a new street drug called “soy sauce” 
at a rock concert by a mysterious Rastafarian man 
who seems to know the future. After taking the drug, 
the two start having vivid hallucinations of what may 
or may not be beings from another dimension. 

If you are not on board with that premise from the 
beginning, then this film-might not be for you, but if 
you are willing to leave all sanity/at the door, then you 
are going to love the ride that this film takes you on. 

“John Dies at the End” seems to deliberately avoid 
making much sense. The characters rarely know if 
they are simply tripping out from the drugs they took 
or actually fighting monsters: John spends the major- 
ity of the movie dead, but that does not stop him from 
making phone calls to David, sometimes from a dead 
cell phone, other times from a hot dog. 

David is narrating this whole story in a Chinese 
restaurant to.a journalist played by the always-incred- 
ible Paul Giamatti (Sideways). Whether or not the 
story is true or simply the ramblings of drug addict 
is up to you to decide, but as Giamatti finds out in the 
film, it might not be worth asking. 
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David (Chase Williamson) explains his bizarre story to a skeptical journalist (Paul Giamatti). 


The comedic tone and old-school cheesy science- 
fiction special effects guarantee that this film is des- 
tined for a cult audience. Currently it is available on 
iTunes and VOD services, but it would be right at 
home as a midnight movie at an Indie theater. At the 
very least, it isa DVD worth owning if you are a sci-fi/ 


John Dies at the End. 


Did we dig it? 


3 out of 5 shovels 


horror fan who wants to'show your friends something 
that resembles nothing else that they’ve ever seen be- 
fore. 

Coscarelli’s previous film “Bubba Ho-Tep” was 
about an elderly Elvis Presley living in a nursing home 
fighting mummies with an African American John F. 
Kennedy. The man has a way of finding some of the 
most ludicrous scripts imaginable and injecting a cer- 
tain charm into them that makes them a joy to watch. 

“John Dies at the End” is at times incomprehen- 
sible, but it doesn’t seem to care. Instead, it takes you 
to a world where things don’t have to make sense, and 
by the end you won’t care. In fact, by the end you 
might wonder if you actually just saw a movie or if 
you were hitting the “sauce” a little too bard. 

“John Dies at the End” is available on-demand and on 
iTunes, and currently playing in movie theaters across 
the U.S. For more information visit johndies.com. 
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Feb.:7 


Student art 
Noon - 5 p.m. 
Between Fine Arts Buildings 2 


“and 3 


Admire art pieces of photog- 
raphy, drawing and painting, 
metal work and more in this 
week’s Student Art Gallery 
exhibition. 


Comedy Show 

8 p.m. 

The Laugh Factory - 

Every Thursday night, the 
Laugh Factory rolls out some of 
Los Angeles’ top comedians. Ad- 
mission is $15 with a CSULB ID. 


Chockablock and 
Significant Ordinaries 
All week 

University Art Museum 

Both CSULB students and 
graduates are showcasing their 
works all week. Admission is 
free. 


Live Country Music 

6:30 - 9:30 p.m. 

Phil Trani’s 

Get your Honky-tonk on and enjoy 
some classic live country music. 


Cabaret series 

7 p.m. 

Carpenter Center 

Jazz vocalist Kurt Elling will 
perform a variety of genres at 
the special performance. 


Follow @49erSports 
on Twitter 


Gain the right combination of skills and knowledge to 
succeed in this ever-evolving, high-demand field. 


Eom School of Pharmacy - Georgia Campus will be 


Bf 


f 


Applicants must complete a PharmCAS application by 
March 1st and be selected by the admissions committee 


to be eligible to interview. 


625 Old Peachtree Road NW © Suwanee, GA 300 
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The new network crime drama fails to 
compare to shows like ‘Breaking Bad,’ 
‘Mad Men’ and ‘Justified.’ 


By Matt GripPi 


Diversions Editor 


The golden age of network television is over, but nobody in the 
TV industry seems to understand that. Cable networks like AMC, 
HBO, FX and IFC are consistently producing content that is superior 
to the average Fox, NBC or CBS programming. The only shows that 
still do well are police and hospital procedurals like “NCIS,” “CSI” 
and the plethora of other acronym-titled shows and their multiple 
spinoffs. 

Truly unique and interesting episodic drama on a network has 
not really been seen since the early days of “Lost” and “Friday 
Night Lights.” Even the sci-fi show “Fringe,” which barely hung 
on for five years due to a cult following, has finally aired its final 
episode. 

Fox’s “The Following,” which has been beating TV-watchers over 
the head with advertisements for months, looked promising enough 
as a dark twist on the police drama. It stars Kevin Bacon as Ryan 
Hardy, a police detective who is brought back from retirement to 
track down a cult of people following a serial killer named Joe Car- 
roll (James Purefoy) obsessing with Edgar Allen Poe. Based on the 
ads, the show looked like it had the production value and star power 
to rival shows like “Mad Men” and “Breaking Bad.” 

However, after three episodes, the show has completely missed 
the mark. “The Following” is predictable, riddled with clichés and 
has already overstayed its welcome. 

First of all, Carroll, the villain of the series, is not nearly interest- 
ing enough to carry an entire series. His one hook is his fascination 
with Edgar Allen Poe, which isn’t very inspired. We all know Poe’s 
work is creepy, but it has been used so often in other media over the 
years that it’s tough to find it thrilling anymore. 

In case you don’t notice one of the blatant and obvious Poe refer- 


ences in an episode, don’t worry, one of the characters is sure to 


explain it out loud so you don’t get lost. “They hid her body in a wall, 
similar to ‘The Cask of Amontillado’ and ‘The Black Cat,’ which is 
classic Poe,” says Hardy in an episode. The show doesn’t even give 
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Detective Ryan Hardy (Kevin Bacon) investigates some Edgar Allen Poe masks while looking for a cult of killers. 


you time to notice subtle references. Instead, they are constantly ex- 
plaining things to you like they are afraid you’ll get lost. 

As for the “following” itself, there is little to no explanation as 
to why these young, attractive people are willing to devote their 
entire lives to helping this man brutally murder people. Instead 
of an interesting study on what leads people to Manson family- 
style brainwashing, the show constantly throws new “followers” 
at us each episode. If Carroll was an interesting enough charac- 
ter, maybe it would be believable that he could convince someone 
to uproot their entire life and start stabbing teenage girls in the 
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Fox 


eyeballs just by talking to them for a bit, but he’s nowhere near 
charming enough. 

As it stands, “The Following” is definitely the most violent 
and disturbing show on network television, but there is little sub- 
stance there to back it up. We’re only three episodes in, and they 
have already introduced at least one new “follower”-every epi- 
sode. At this rate, by season 2 the “following” will be the size of 
a small army. 

If “The Following” is any indication, we will “nevermore” see 
subtlety and creativity in network television, and that’s a real shame. 


@ boost your. 


job search in only 
nine months | 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. OR 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stator Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.)“A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, cyl 3). A volid current student ID must be presented at the 
fime of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance. 


Month of February Special: $98 


$99 SPECIAL 


INCLUDES: 
EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 


EYE EXAM + 
1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 
OR 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
10% OFF CONTACT LENSES 
20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 


Reg Price: $383 


Nine-month ieaines aogue from the highly = 


ranked W. P. Carey School of Business at ASU: 


Master of Science in Management (MiM) 


The foundation in business for non-business students 


Master of Science in Business Analytics (M S-BA) 
Prepare yourself for 1.5 million analyst jobs by 2018 


wpcarey.asu.edu/really 


FSU 


ARIZONA 


W.P- GAREY 


SCHOOL of BUSINESS 


STATE UNIVERSITY 


SmilesByDrLam.com 


